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Figure 6. Effect of season on 24-hour water usage pattern in a wean-finish facility in east-
























































































The business decisions pork pro-
ducers make are extremely important.­ 
Decisions increase in importance at 
the same time they become harder to 
make.­ In business management stud-
ies, time has been devoted to learn 
how such decisions can be made.­ Less 
study has been expended on how 
producers currently make decisions.­ 
In the United States, family produc-
ers have traditionally made decisions 
with information they could gather 
independently.­ The ability to create 
decision making information is dif-
ficult. Producers need to remember th­e 
key success item — that of effective 
management led by sound decisions.­ 
The process of decision making in-
volves skills and abilities that can be 
learned.­ Attitudes towards risk and 
perceptions of agriculture have in-
fluenced producers to make decisions 
th­at do not reflect just th­e economics 
of the production sector.­ Also, off-farm 
employment and federal program pay-
ments have an effect on farm exits and 
on those exiting the pork enterprise, 
but who remain in farming.­ Changing 
the perceptions and attitudes of these 
producers may enable good producers 
to become more positive about their 
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This article highlights practical 
applications for resources being devel-
oped using the Odor Footprint Tool 
and the effects of differing regional 
weather patterns on needed setbacks 
by describing resources created for 
the regions surrounding Norfolk and 
Lincoln, Neb.­ The Odor Footprint 
Tool is being developed to help people 
assess the odor impact of new and 
expanded animal production facilities 
on the surrounding areas and use sci-
ence-based information to establish 
minimum setback distances.­ Progress 
continues to be made toward develop-
ment of a system that can be used in 
th­e field to develop site-specific odor 
footprints.­ As an intermediate step 
in this process, regional sets of Odor 
Footprint Tool resources are being 
developed for more general use.­ Odor 
roses, directional setback distance 
curves, and odor footprints are being 
produced for six regions in Nebraska.­ 
Odor roses provide a descriptive 
picture of the directionality of odor 
annoyance within a region, indepen-
dent of the type or size of livestock 
facility involved.­ Odor roses are 
well suited for general planning and 
educational purposes where mainly 
the directional fate of odor emis-
sions is desired.­ Directional setback 
distance curves facilitate determin-
ing minimum setback distances in 
four 90-degree sectors around a site, 
based upon the total odor emission 
rate of the site.­ The total emission 
rate depends on the size and type of 
livestock housing and/or manure stor-
age facilities involved, and whether 
any odor control technologies are 
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